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VBU International High School: Mission Statement 

 

Our mission is to motivate and inspire students to reach their full potential and become 
knowledgeable, reflective, curious, balanced, compassionate, and engaged global citizens who 
actively strive to make the world a better place. 

 

Admissions Policy 

 

The IB Diploma Programme (IBDP) is offered in Sweden as a three-year upper secondary 
education that includes a preparatory year, also known as Prep Year (årskurs 1 på gymnasiet), DP 
Year 1 (årskurs 2) and DP Year 2 (årskurs 3). In order to be accepted into the IBDP at VBU 
International High School, applicants must have completed 9 years of schooling (grundskola). If 
they completed their schooling in Sweden, they must meet the eligibility criteria for the Swedish 
national programme Social Sciences (SA-programmet) or Natural Sciences (NA-programmet). A 
passing grade in Swedish or Swedish as a Second Language (SVA) from Grade 9 (grundskola) is 
not required for admission to the Prep Year. International applicants should contact the school 
directly for detailed information about eligibility. Additionally, all overseas applicants are required 
to complete an English proficiency test as part of the application process. 

The application period for the IB DP at VBU International High School is initiated during the spring 
semester of the academic year preceding the start of the IB DP through the Swedish web-based 
application system for upper secondary education, “Gymnasieantagning”. The dates for the 
current application period are listed in the next section of this document. Overseas applicants 
may apply by contacting the IB DP Coordinator and Head of School, Marina Nogueira di Cicco, 
directly at marina.nogueiradicicco@vbu.ludvika.se.  

Applicants who have turned 19 years of age and wish to enroll in the first year of the education, 
Prep Year (årskurs 1), will be contacted by our school after submitting their application, as the IB 
Foundation has set an age restriction to students starting DP Year 1  (årskurs 2), which is 19 years. 
The school will need the approval of the IB foundation before granting admission to the 
programme. 

The education is provided free of charge to students who are citizens of the EU/EEA or 
Switzerland, and to those who hold a Swedish residence permit. 

 

Admissions Process at VBU International High School (2026-27) 
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Year Application dates for 
the academic year 

26/27 

Contact info Requirements 

Prep Year (årskurs 1/ 
Grade 10) 
 
courses follow the 
Swedish national 
curriculum but are 
taught in English  
 
(Grade 10 courses 
give credits for 
universities in 
Sweden and 
overseas)  

January 19 - February 
13, 2026: Students in 
Sweden apply via 
“Gymnasieantagning”. 
 
Overseas applicants 
should contact the IB 
DP Coordinator & 
Head of School for 
more information 
regarding the 
application process for 
international students: 
marina.nogueiradicco
@vbu.ludvika.se    
 
 
Week 15: Preliminary 
Admission Notice 
 
From week 16 until 
May 9: students may 
make changes to their 
application 
(ändringsval)  
 
Overseas applicants 
will be contacted by 
the IBDP Coordinator 
for an online interview 
and to book the 
entrance test. 
Students who have 
completed grade 9 in 
Sweden will not be 
asked to take the test. 
 
 
July 1, 2026: Final 
Admission Notice 

The Guidance 
Counselor working 
at your school in 
Sweden will 
give you a code for 
the online 
application platform. 
 
 
 

Grades from 
nine years of 
schooling 
(grundskola).  
 
Students in Sweden 
must meet the 
eligibility criteria for 
the Swedish national 
programmes Social 
Sciences 
(SA-programmet) or 
Natural Sciences 
(NA-programmet). 
Admission will be 
granted to applicants 
who do not have a 
grade in 
Swedish/Swedish as a 
second language  
from Grade 9 
(grundskola). 
 
Overseas applicants 
should contact the 
school directly to 
receive more 
information about 
eligibility. 
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DP Year 1 
(årskurs 2, Grade 11) 
 
 
 
DP Year 2  
(årskurs 3, Grade 12) 

Application is open all 
year for transfer 
students wishing to 
enroll in DP Year 1 and 
DP Year 2. All 
applications will be 
assessed individually. 
 
 
 

Contact the IB DP 
Coordinator & Head 
of School 
Marina Nogueira di 
Cicco at 
marina.nogueira@v
bu.ludvika.se  

Final grades (Prep 
Year).  
 
Final grades and 
entrance test in 
English for overseas 
applicants. 

 

September-December: 

In September, guidance counselors working in the municipalities of Ludvika and Smedjebacken 
are given information about VBU International High School and the IB Diploma Programme. The 
IBDP Coordinator also visits schools to answer questions about the IB Diploma.  

Open House and the High School/Upper Secondary Fair are held during this period, when families 
are invited to visit the school, ask questions about the IB Diploma and meet IB Diploma students.  

 

January-February: 

Applicants individually make contact with the university career counselor at our school and spend 
a day at the school before the last day to apply to an upper secondary school programme, 
participating in classes in different subjects, guided by students and eating lunch with them.  

Students apply to upper secondary schools online through the Department of Education by 
February 13, 2026.  

All students also indicate if they wish to study Swedish as a first language or Swedish as a second 
language, as well as a third language.  

 

April-May: 

A provisional admission list is provided to the Department of Education in April, taking into 
account the applicants’ autumn academic evaluation.  

Overseas applicants are invited to visit the school at the end of May for the entrance test in 
English. 
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June-July: 

The final admission results are provided by the Department of Education after final grades are 
issued by schools in June.  

The municipalities of Ludvika and Smedjebacken make available the admission results in the first 
week of July. 
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