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IB learner profile

The aim of all IB programmes is to develop internationally minded people who, recognizing their
common humanity and shared guardianship of the planet, help to create a better and more peaceful world.

As IB learners we strive to be:
INQUIRERS

We nurture our curiosity, developing skills for inquiry and
research. We know how to learn independently and with others.
We learn with enthusiasm and sustain our love of learning
throughout life.

KNOWLEDGEABLE

We develop and use conceptual understanding, exploring
knowledge across a range of disciplines. We engage with issues
and ideas that have local and global significance.

THINKERS

We use critical and creative thinking skills to analyse and take
responsible action on complex problems. We exercise initiative in
making reasoned, ethical decisions.

COMMUNICATORS

We express ourselves confidently and creatively in more than
one language and in many ways. We collaborate effectively,
listening carefully to the perspectives of other individuals and
groups.

PRINCIPLED

We act with integrity and honesty, with a strong sense of fairness
and justice, and with respect for the dignity and rights of people
everywhere. We take responsibility for our actions and their
consequences,

OPEN-MINDED

We critically appreciate our own cultures and personal histories, as
well as the values and traditions of others. We seek and evaluate a
range of points of view, and we are willing to grow from the
experience.

CARING

We show empathy, compassion and respect. We have a
commitment to service, and we act to make a positive difference
in the lives of others and in the world around us.

RISK-TAKERS

We approach uncertainty with forethought and determination;
we work independently and cooperatively to explore new ideas
and innovative strategies. We are resourceful and resilient in the
face of challenges and change.

BALANCED

We understand the importance of balancing different aspects of
our lives—intellectual, physical, and emotional—to achieve
well-being for ourselves and others. We recognize our interdependence
with other people and with the world in which we live.

REFLECTIVE

We thoughtfully consider the world and our own ideas and
experience. We work to understand our strengths and weaknesses
in order to support our learning and personal development.

The IB learner profile represents 10 attributes valued by IB World Schools. We believe these attributes, and others like
them, can help individuals and groups become responsible members of local, national and global communities.

© International Baccalaureate Organization 2013

International Baccalaureate® | Baccalauréat International® | Bachillerato Internacional®


mailto:info@vbu.ludvika.se

VBU International High School: Mission Statement

Our mission is to motivate and inspire students to reach their full potential and become
knowledgeable, reflective, curious, balanced, compassionate, and engaged global citizens who
actively strive to make the world a better place.

Admissions Policy

The IB Diploma Programme (IBDP) is offered in Sweden as a three-year upper secondary
education that includes a preparatory year, also known as Prep Year (drskurs 1 pd gymnasiet), DP
Year 1 (drskurs 2) and DP Year 2 (drskurs 3). In order to be accepted into the IBDP at VBU
International High School, applicants must have completed 9 years of schooling (grundskola). If
they completed their schooling in Sweden, they must meet the eligibility criteria for the Swedish
national programme Social Sciences (SA-programmet) or Natural Sciences (NA-programmet). A
passing grade in Swedish or Swedish as a Second Language (SVA) from Grade 9 (grundskola) is
not required for admission to the Prep Year. International applicants should contact the school
directly for detailed information about eligibility. Additionally, all overseas applicants are required
to complete an English proficiency test as part of the application process.

The application period for the IB DP at VBU International High School is initiated during the spring
semester of the academic year preceding the start of the IB DP through the Swedish web-based
application system for upper secondary education, “Gymnasieantagning”. The dates for the
current application period are listed in the next section of this document. Overseas applicants
may apply by contacting the IB DP Coordinator and Head of School, Marina Nogueira di Cicco,
directly at marina.nogueiradicicco@vbu.ludvika.se.

Applicants who have turned 19 years of age and wish to enroll in the first year of the education,
Prep Year (drskurs 1), will be contacted by our school after submitting their application, as the IB
Foundation has set an age restriction to students starting DP Year 1 (drskurs 2), which is 19 years.
The school will need the approval of the IB foundation before granting admission to the
programme.

The education is provided free of charge to students who are citizens of the EU/EEA or
Switzerland, and to those who hold a Swedish residence permit.

Admissions Process at VBU International High School (2026-27)
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Year

Application dates for
the academic year
26/27

Contact info

Requirements

Prep Year (arskurs 1/
Grade 10)

courses follow the
Swedish national
curriculum but are
taught in English

(Grade 10 courses
give credits for
universities in
Sweden and
overseas)

January 19 - February
13, 2026: Students in

Sweden apply via
“Gymnasieantagning”.

Overseas applicants
should contact the IB
DP Coordinator &
Head of School for
more information
regarding the
application process for
international students:
marina.nogueiradicco
(@vbu.ludvika.se

Week 15: Preliminary
Admission Notice

From week 16 until
May 9: students may
make changes to their
application
(dndringsval)

Overseas applicants
will be contacted by
the IBDP Coordinator
for an online interview
and to book the
entrance test.
Students who have
completed grade 9 in
Sweden will not be
asked to take the test.

July 1, 2026: Final
Admission Notice

The Guidance
Counselor working
at your school in
Sweden will

give you a code for
the online

application platform.

Grades from
nine years of
schooling

(grundskola).

Students in Sweden
must meet the
eligibility criteria for
the Swedish national
programmes Social
Sciences
(SA-programmet) or
Natural Sciences
(NA-programmet).
Admission will be
granted to applicants
who do not have a
grade in
Swedish/Swedish as a
second language
from Grade 9
(grundskola).

Overseas applicants
should contact the
school directly to
receive more
information about
eligibility.
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DP Year 1
(arskurs 2, Grade 11)

DP Year 2
(@rskurs 3, Grade 12)

Application is open all
year for  transfer
students wishing to
enroll in DP Year 1 and
DP  Year 2. Al
applications  will be
assessed individually.

Contact the IB DP
Coordinator & Head
of School

Marina Nogueira di
Cicco at
marina.nogueira@v

bu.ludvika.se

Final grades (Prep
Year).

Final grades and
entrance testin
English for overseas
applicants.

September-December:

In September, guidance counselors working in the municipalities of Ludvika and Smedjebacken
are given information about VBU International High School and the IB Diploma Programme. The
IBDP Coordinator also visits schools to answer questions about the IB Diploma.

Open House and the High School/Upper Secondary Fair are held during this period, when families
are invited to visit the school, ask questions about the IB Diploma and meet IB Diploma students.

January-February:

Applicants individually make contact with the university career counselor at our school and spend
a day at the school before the last day to apply to an upper secondary school programme,
participating in classes in different subjects, guided by students and eating lunch with them.

Students apply to upper secondary schools online through the Department of Education by
February 13, 2026.

All students also indicate if they wish to study Swedish as a first language or Swedish as a second
language, as well as a third language.

April-May:

A provisional admission list is provided to the Department of Education in April, taking into
account the applicants’ autumn academic evaluation.

Overseas applicants are invited to visit the school at the end of May for the entrance test in
English.

VBU International High School | P: 0240 - 865 o0 | info@vbu.ludvika.se | www.vbu.se


mailto:marina.nogueira@vbu.ludvika.se
mailto:marina.nogueira@vbu.ludvika.se
mailto:info@vbu.ludvika.se

June-July:

The final admission results are provided by the Department of Education after final grades are
issued by schools in June.

The municipalities of Ludvika and Smedjebacken make available the admission results in the first
week of July.
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